18,1973 

Truth 

To the Editor: ' • : ' 

■ On the Op-Ed page (April 4) you 
published excerpts of ,a speech fay Sen- 
ator Charles McC. Mathias Jr. in. which 
the Maryland; Republican spoke pious- 
ly of his devotion to truth. .Among his 
self-righteous remarks were these: 

' . “Not the least of the cautions we 
must observe is. the fact that loyalty 
to the law imposes adherence to the 
principle that .every man is innocent 
until he , is proven otherwise.. Uhjusj 
1 accusations can no more be toleratec 
than unjust actions can be condoned.’ 
Then he declared: -“Some years agt 
.the official spokesman for the Depart-:, 
heat of Defense, Assistant ..Secretary 
At -r.ur ‘->y Ivc- -er, attempted tc legiti- 
mize the practice, in which the depart- ; 
ment had presumably [italics mine] 
been engaged, of lying to the people ■ 
.of the United States in the name of 
their Government.” ; ’ f 
. ; If one accepts, as I. do, the dictionary , 

; definition .of truth as “Conformity to 
knowledge, fact, actuality,”, then the. 
Senator in his -reference to me is a 
stranger to truth. I agree with him that 
“pursuit of the truth is the only direc- 
tion in which we can go in search of 
the way to preserve our loyalty to the 
Constitution and the laws.” . 

As of now Mr, Mathias is a long way. 
behind in that pursuit. But if he keeps 
up the search, some day even the Sen-.' 
ator. might learn to recognize the dif- 
ference .between, falsehood and truth 
and then speak only the latter. 

4 . Arthur Sylvester 

. /Garrison, N.Y., A jil 7, 1973 


«APR 

TiJirm . , , 

In Pursuit of the 


a Arthur Sylvester's i.Tr'iises 4/li8 let-tor, 
dursnit of -ruth" , ~tho actual head added' 
v/ the lines': It ip in its way SD . roprintc 
t • • -or wrote tiirs to corner tic wrth htio 



stated what S; 
ho described 


rgfcrerrDe to 


.eriaa of "inoperative?.- as a ' ~ 

• "lies". Sylvester’s attach: on 

- --..v - y . - 

.vaster Actually said about what 
1 tin; right and obligation of th 
■ie . Too bad the -rises didn&t ad 

• quotation from Sylvester ’ a 


piece;, or that doing tills would be foreign to 
that tough, fighter Clark; Hi'/ 4/27/73 



